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ד() Content 

Proclamation No. 012/405/ו 1068/2017 6.-."*+, 

Plant Breeder's Right Proclamation....Page 10281504AB/*+,………………?@ ُ� �89ُ >;:*א+ 

*+, -." /012/405 Proclamation No.1068/2017 

A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR PLANT*+,�� Cֳ+89ُ >;:*א �ُ �
BREEDER’S RIGHT 

�ֵE�  ז �ת�ע ֶ����ُ�� WHEREAS, the Constitution of the 

Fֲנُ%ֳ#ُ�אF� ָ�G ٤�I  ُFGHׁא? Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

stipulates the right to ownership of private*:;< ُ�89+�GGO ֳגC(ْ ֶLF: ُ� א

property and it is considered that plant breeder’s ً?U א�T ֲO?SـCג�(C. ָ�R ֱ�P ُ� א

right to fall under this category; moreover it is  ُC?% ד�Y(ZF٤�"�XC*: וWLF 

important to protect the right holders to enable�"�(F ָ% תGנSـ  ;$גֳ ד\Fנـר� ֱ

import of new varieties that benefit theFֲـ;$גא(ْY�"� ٤ِ^�ֳ%-ֳ�] 
community;

 Cֳג%?ْ`)

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to ٍה$d� ג�cT?U(F ג�Ya"b 
ensure the guarantee of Plant Breeder’s right by*dR ו ֳY6Fُ� �89ُ >;:*א+Ggד ֳ
harmonizing it with international practice and

GנS ד�?iLFOُ+C ט""��ד ��ו* 
thereby to boost the economic contribution of the 

k`ֲאj �ֶ*C] 
sector; 

�<m ـ�"$�l  ُאGi"ו"ו�Y*:;< WHEREAS, it has become necessary to 

establishment of transparent and accountableOُ9�ָG ٍُRא ֳ ُG%% ֳא*�g(Fג� 

working system to resolve disputes arising among ُa"� ُאH"6"ـ �&�$ُ�ֳ�ُ *�ט

Breeders with respect to the protection of theirk`ֲאj �ֶ*C] 

research output 

WHEREAS, it is found necessary andIF ٍٍُד�נYFُ� �89ُ >;:*א+ 

appropriate to maintain the centuries old customary ُG�6 ُ(� ד ֳ�"�F ُ�89+C*:IF ֳ

knowledge and practice of saving, using and וdֱYP ُn� ُ<� ֱ��no  ُ�89+�(Fֲ� 
exchanging seed by farmers and pastoral ُוr�FOִُ�L�$�-*WFFpُ�$�-

ÃNÇ êU 

Unit Price 

nU¶T Uz¤È ±.œ.q.Ü *¹þ1 

Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001 

https://ethiodata.et/
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ِ*"�  ָO Yr ׳*צ٤*"F ٤�*?Fُ$�-ג� 

pُyד��a" ُ�89+�y�(F ُOאa ֳצ ٤* 

ُ8(dד٭�נר�� ֱֶ%RֳֶـCד�$�lOא� 

 LOָ דd.LFSָדSנjOֶ*C]Gـ }?

k`ֲא� 

pא �٤ِ(Fֶْ� ُ��|� ـ

Gׁ� ָ٤�Cג�� �٤ِr�ֶ ٪O٤XֶYֳָ אא�?

Gg ـ�@+ד*C�*:;~F ُ(�8ד�dR ד

�`ֳC]ד� 

�ֵE� ז�ת�ע�  ֶ

�ָ(� ٍ

*FSָ�R 

ֶֶ$l 

��ֶָ٤<$dCֵֹ� ـ

ُ �"ה

 ;�ִ �%G*ַ ֶُ�"ו�ג�ר)$�ֲָ�

(C.�*+,ֱ�Pd"ـ�C 

 *“אָ�٤”ד ֳُ +�89ُ �>;:*ُא �ُ

 LFר )$ֳ ג�Cَסדא٢Yָ �dנ�ר)

 /4”>;:*“דֳُ�

�ו< ֹ*:l�"�F ُ�89+C*n) 

9Iר`)>�ו ���ָ*�Oِ*Gi 

��ר ).dצ�(F@I ָ*�Oِ*Gi 


ـcOُצ�טר`)>�ו(FHו�< 

)��ֲ�ר`) � �ـd$רF)ר

ُ
ד ֳֳُ+89ًא ��}

?Uً�ـY89+ָGֳ�?ג� 

communities of Ethiopia with their past, present and 

future roles in conserving the agro-bio diversity 

resources used to develop new plant varieties side by 

side promoting plant breeder’s right; 

WHEREAS, it has become ُY89+ *:;< �" necessary to enact 

legal framework that facilitate registration of 

rights, restriction and responsibilities of Breeders 

to enhance the contribution; 

���ُ�� � NOW,THERFORE, in accordance of 

*Fd@ (��)(/) ُFGH ׁא? אטנُ �גYـֳ) article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby 

proclaimed as follows. 

PART ONE 

GENERAL 

1. Short Title/. *Z" "8C 
ֱ< *+, “ ُ�89+ *:;< א�ُ This Proclamation may be cited as the 

“Plant Breeder's Right Proclamation No. 

*+, -." 

/012/405” 

1068/2017”. 

4. 2. Definitions 

In this Proclamation, unless the context 

otherwise requires: 

1/ “applicant” means a person who has// 

submitted application with the Ministry to 

obtain a plant breeder’s right;�(` 

2/ “breeder” means a person who: 

a) has breed, or discovered and developed a 

new plant variety; 

b) has employed or commissioned the work 

)ֳ * C ُ�89+ �"�F �ו< ֹ*:l of a person who has breed, or discovered 

and developed a new plant variety; or 

c) is a successor of the person mentioned 

ֱ�P ּ) F�C *Fd@ �ו)ֳ( r (n)ָ ـ< under paragraph (a) or (b) of this sub-

article; 

�(` 

�/ ”L(F a"” 3/ “Botanical seed” means the reproductive part 

of a plant is a fertilized ovule containing thea" �(` 

plant embryo. 

https://ethiodata.et/
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(ֶْ%ٍ<msـ*�Cֳُד”ُG�< 

 "*׳*צ٤ >�ו Yrָ �"*ِ*צ٤

א Y�LF W ָו  �C*ـms>ٍ%ֶْ)"*׳

LO צ٤*ِ*"� ָYr ו� *צ٤ >

4/ “commercial marketing” means any trade in 

seed other than the marketing that is 

conducted between small holder farmers or 

pastoral communities, or between small holder 

farmers; pastoral communities and their ُ٭�נ� H 
cooperative societies; 

ُG�< (� �a" FGS 

�(` 

5/ “denomination” means the official name of a 

variety in respect of which a plant breeder 

right has been granted; 

6/ “essentially derived variety" means a variety 

that: 

a) is predominantly derived from an initial 

variety, or from a variety that is itself 

predominantly derived from an initial 

variety while retaining the expression of 

the essential characteristics that result from 

the genotype or combination of genotypes 

of the initial variety; 

b) is clearly distinguishable from the initial 

protected variety; and 

c) except for the differences resulting from the 

�"�( 

act of derivation, conforms to the initial .�; 

protected variety in the expression of the �"� �" ִُ� 

essential characteristics that result from the 

genotype or combination of genotypes of 

the initial variety; 

7/ “farmers or pastoral communities variety” 

means variety which is: 

a) traditionally cultivated and developed by 

�(` 

LO £?`ֳ�� farmers or pastoral communities in their 

fields; or 

b) predominantly breed or selected by 

farmers or pastoral communities from 

various plant source; 

ד ٭�ْ )אY�Yָגנ)?

 �גנGד)Fsו

/�ה”ד ֳُ +�89ُ �>;:*ُא �ُ “C� 

ֳ ـר�$ُ �"��גר.�"��א ע$�Cו

ד ֳُ`)�

?Uـ��/�ُ ;�.Yـנ ?ֳُ �" “�+�s� 

�דֳُ�"�” 

�ו<?Uـ�� (Y ُ�+�s�nא�אע��"

�ש  �Y ُ�+�sא�אע��"

<Uٍ��T� �ـT ֲ?U)�>ו )�"

ُ�i٤.ונُ*ד�<�ٍ��T ו�< 

jֶ] ـ�"��(Fא�אע��(Fֳ?ג� 

��a`$�yُ"�ֱ% 

~ ָ�ֳ Y.�;)ـנ ?ֳُ �א�אע��("

LO�l`ٍג�@ָk �Gֲ א

�ֳ דGUُ �גנ)?�ُ")�F  ּ(

d"ـ�C ُ~� ָ($ג[נY 

 Yـנ ?ֳُ �א�אע)�

�PW�( ֲ$�-LF ُ"�ֱ%+O+O 

�ו<<Uٍ�T� ;�.�ـנ ?ֳُ �"

 �Tٍ�>٤.ונُ)ُ �ֲ`�

/¡׳*צ٤ >�ו �Yrֳ "*׳*צ٤ “�*" 

�דֳُ�"�” 

 (n"*�׳*צ٤ >�ו �Yrָ "*׳*צ٤

ד כֶ>%�ֱֶא �F?Sֳד

�ו< 

ֳ ("*׳*צ٤ >�ו Yrָ �"*ِ*צ٤

٤F¤ ـֳ~�+�89ُוY ُ�+�s� 

pُ¥ו�אנ�<ִُ�:d 

�"� �(`ُ�89+ 

https://ethiodata.et/



                                                                                           

   

 

 

      

   
 

    

     

 

 

     

       

        

   	   

      

  

      

    
  

   

      


      

    

   

      

    

 	     

  
    

 

      	   

 	     

    

    


      

     

   	     

 	   
 

      

   	   

   

 

 

 

       

       

        

      

 

     

     

    
 

        

      

     
    

        

        

    
 

     

      

    

  

    

    

       

     

 
 

      

       

      

       

   

         

      

   

 

       

     

    

 

 

 

 gA 504AB� Ød‰L ነ U¶T Uz¤È qÜ Federal Negarit Gazette No. 29, 1st March, 2018 …....page 10284 ›.M405qNt4 ٌُ��tu_R 

8/ “Genotype” means the genetic constitution or 

genetic make up of a particular plant; �(` 

9/ “holder” means a person to whom a plant u/ 

 /�T2“ٍ ”¦>ד ֳُ H� ُ89+�*FSF%ֱע

C�C�ָ9נ א �a ָ?ג� 

 %“ֳא�ُ”ד ֳُ Yג�Cَס +�89ُ

(  �>;:*ُא�ُ�ـר)$ר`)�

ُ�89+�*FSF ֳُ ד� �5ׁ“ נoא§�”�"

��a$F א�dٍ�ُ(ֳֹד�*:l�"� 

ֶُa*�&dO Y ُYLFCg ֳُ 89+5“ُ”ד// 

 Z)�ֳד)Fsו>ׁ �ُ�ֳ)�ג %

�(`ָ*� 

�ד ֳُג�Cَס�ר)$"�”$�d�54“ـ/ 

$�d�89ُ >;:*א �ُ �ـ+ 

�"� �(`ُ�89+ 

 /�a"” 5“ד ֳُ a"pL(F¨*٤ �pـ�ָ

�ו٤ַֹ<Gi ٤
H"pHZp-". 

ֳ +89ُד%ُ�ג?�Gֳָד)Fsו

�(pָ*�ָـ�� 

 /���Z” 5“ד ֳُ �Pֱ ,+*א טנُ +�89ُ

Y(�pُ?א����+�lpـCד�a"F 

LO�����)�א��pֶדOُC?%ד� 

FُC$ א];S©¥LF ٤X٤ֹר ַ

`ָٍُ�� 

 /��C5*“ـms>ٍ�ֳ)"*׳*">�ו

ٍ<m ُאפ�Gׁ� ֳُ ד"” * ِ*"� 

ד נ(?�ר "ُ»Rُ �ـרp)$�אפُ

ُ�+O�$Oֳ�ָ�"ٍ� ְY5 (ٍ<m 

 �שFO#�ـרF\�ָ�ُ�אd$ו

�G�"O ُ�+O�(צk���SOדُ �ג ָ

ָYr ו�ֶ >�ـארנـ "*׳*">

�ـsנ ®�ֳ)l§א­נ��dٍ� 

T�ֲָ�Rُ�89+ 

breeder’s right has been granted by the 

Ministry; 

10/ “multiline" means an assemblage of 

individual breeding lines in a stated 

�a" וG �n proportion toנ> breed varieties; GFS C�C� �(` 

11/ “plant” means a living organism excluding 

the animal kingdom and micro organisms that 

are capable of reproduction; 

12/ “protected variety" means a new plant 

variety that is protected by a plant breeder’s 

right granted by the Ministry; 

* C 

13/ “seed” means true botanical seed, bulbs, 

tubers, cuttings, rhizomes, roots, seedlings or 

any other plant propagating material intended 

for planting; 

14/ “sell” means advertisement, marketing, 

import and export of plant seeds, convey 

and includes granting a license to other 

persons to sell plant seeds pursuant to this 

Proclamation; 

15/ “small holder farmer or pastoral community” 

means a farmer or pastoral community who is 

officially granted a certificate of possession 

of land not more than 10 hectares and 

engaged in agricultural development using 

predominantly his own and family labor and 

his lively hood is predominately dependent 

on agriculture; 

�L"§ 

ِ*"� * " �(` 

16/ “variety” means a plant grouping within a5�/ “�דֳُ ”�" �*FS ُ�89+ C�C� (C. 
single botanical taxonomy of the lowest 

known rank, which can be: 

https://ethiodata.et/
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Y�¯ ו�<<¦ٍ�T�dٍYY*FSn) 

 �Tٍ�>٤.ונُ�גא°�%ֱ�"ُ

א ٍ�ُ�ג?ֳ`@

�*F±{�FC ָ�Yُא"�ֱ%ִُ�) ֳ

٤C�C² ُ�89+ ו(ْO ٤ַֹדY 

LO<`ֳג� 

(ּ  %ֱ�"g<d<"Fًא  %ُ �א٢ִ

Sר�ֵُ6<�*FSLF ُ�F� ו

 �ג٤ָ`

ُn� ـ .[צ�L"§O ֳُ ד"” َ�C “5ג¡/ 

�ׁG ו�ר“  ”)דֳُ�ـ.[צר)>

 �ר�)ُא�ُ�ـר)$�*ָ

��ٍ  �ـ?ֳ)�ױ FُוFS ³ וFs( 5דu/ 

��ָٍُ�� 

Fר� .��ـµ[ג�ُ

 �אאע��[>:LFו%ْ)

٤Xَ6<�LO�� ُ�89+(ْ�COגY 

٤Xَ6<�O٤²ִו +�89ُ #ـר�Wd"ـ�C 

��ָOֲ<ג]µ ـ

ֳُWָ�R 
 +�89ُ>;:*א�٤ِ

�;�.ֳ דGUُד חֶُ �ֳ�ُ"� ُ�89+�. 

ُC]" א

�ֳ;�.�גֲ�)�"�ُ// �89+ 

�*FS ُ�l ُd"٢ �ג��Yָד אn) 

�ו ��Gkֲ�<ֶ�YPָ@�גٍ~< 

٤ֹ ַ� %ֱ�"ُ Yُ�r ֱYPגٍ-

�٤ �ـC�ֳֳא�kֲـֳו·"�X 

�l`ٍג� 

�ו �ֳ< 

a) defined by the expression of the 

characteristics resulting from a given 

genotype or combination of genotypes; 

b) distinguished from any other plant 

grouping by the expression of at least 

one of said characteristics; and 

c) considered as a unit with regard to its 

suitability for being propagated 

unchanged; 

ُ�89+ C�C� �(` 

17/ “Ministry" means the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Natural Resource;
"َ�Cג �(` 

18/ “person” means a natural or juridical person;52/ 

�(` 

19/ any expression in the masculine gender 

includes the feminine. 

3. Scope of Application 

This Proclamation shall apply to all genera and َס�C ֱג< *+, 
species of plants throughout the country, except 

those genera and species of plants excluded by 

the directives of the Ministry. 

PART TWO 

PLANT BREEDER'S RIGHTS 

ֶ>�אֶ)?*עً (C. 

4. Criteria for Protection of Plant Variety 

1/ A plant variety shall be eligible for 
�-

protection, when: 

a) distinct in one or more identifiable 

characteristics from any other variety, the 

existence of which is a matter of common 

knowledge at the date of application; 

b) uniform with regard to its particular�L(F)ֳ a" L(F a" 
features of sexual reproduction or 

vegetative propagation, sufficiently 

homogenous or a well-defined multiline; 

ُYֳגא�Fُ"�ֱ%~ֳـ�Fُ
 �ג �%

(`ֳ�ُ�.�ٍ��& W¸ 

https://ethiodata.et/
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ֶ�º ُ�	ُ%¹דOُ%ـ ��גדY ּ)

y<`ג�<m(.ֳg<Fً"�ֱ%�ֳـ� 

LO 

c) stable in its distinctive characteristics after 

repeated reproduction or multiplication 

cycles; and 

d) New, in that, prior to the date of 

application, the seed or harvested 

�"�( ُ�rdF ُנ��Yd ٢Yָדא) א

* C �(ו�ـר�ר� �ֲ �O aס  >
material had not been available on the 

commercial marketing for more than one 

year in the territory of Ethiopia; or more 

than six years for varieties of trees or 

vines, or more than four years for any 

other species in the territory of any other 

state; 

Y*FS ُG¹���ُ�� ُ" ו��"�( 

< ֶ?���FGSj�$ֳ� ֳُ6א 

�ֲY(����ُY� ו�<pֳ+ָ� 

ُYCSC�ֲY�"���<F ו�<�¹R 

٤�"�X וַ ٤ֹ� 6אֳُ �ֳ$>

�FGSj�$ֳ� ֳُ6א  ُY*kֲY 

pֳ+ָ�<ֶ?�� 

Fֲת �(�� 

<ֶُG�<�FGSdF ُ��O�*+, ֱ<4/ 

*Fd@F�C*Fd@ ֱ�P ٤�"�X?»ג� 

�ُkֲג�.�; (/)א(אטנֳُ-� ( 

2/ The variety available on the commercial 

market on the effective date this 

Proclamation shall be eligible for protection 

] 

pursuant of sub-article (1) (d) of this Article 

when: 
] 

�*FS a) application is lodged within one year from n) *+½ ُY�O� dF וצ�גٍר�� 

the entry into force of this Proclamation; LO 
and 

d"�`٢תYָדא(C.j�ُ6א 

ֳ(Fd@*+, ֱ�P*�5א טנُ +�89ُ b) the breeder’s right is entered in the 

register of Plant breeders’ right �*:;< ُ� א�ُ +�89ُ �;:*٤א as 

provided under Article 10 of this �א�? (C. a?�¾ת א

Proclamation. ��ָOֲ< 

* /�ג�Cَס "*�׳ " ِ*"� ָ�Yr ו�< 3/ The Ministry shall prescribe less stringent 

* " �٤ +�89ُ �;:*٤א �ُ"�X 

ُ�.��pֳֳָ�ֳ�ـdִ ٤LF ُGU ד

(ֳ� LO ָד>٤�d��"ֵٍ²ٍY² ��"� 

distinctness, uniformity and stability 

requirements for the eligibility of farmer or 

pastoral community’ varieties for plant 

breeders’ right by ministerial directive. 

4/ The Ministry may recognize the distinctness, 

uniformity and stability results obtained for 

the same variety in other countries recognized 

as having equivalent testing procedures. 

��ָ� ��Fאאע� �٤ِC]"ֱעא% 

Yג Yـִ ?*צ٤ a� Y َס*�٢ב�C ג

ُ�.��pֳـנ ?�ـ��"�gg<ـ א?Uـ ֳ

�� �ֳ)�d��" ֵٍ²  ٍLO Y²ד>٤ָ �"

�/ 

 ُ(Y8 %ֱעב(lO pֶָר.>٤ ֵ

ֱ�/ �P *Fd@ F�C *Fd@ (ר$dـ�)א(/)( 

 "T}וג�Cَסֳ?*עّ�׀ l.ו

5/ Not withstanding sub-article (1) (d) of this 

Article, the Ministry may allow the 

ُ�rֱYPُא���ֹ�ָ�C?s �(Z *?" registration of plant breeder’s right already 

https://ethiodata.et/
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registered abroad, where such registration is 

deemed to be in Ethiopia’s national interest; 

provided, however, that the duration of the 

right shall be calculated from the date the 

ֹd� �89ُ >;:*א �ُـ+a?�Fـא� 

(C.� +�89ُ �;:*٤א �ُא �?

GF וT ֲ`ֶָ٤<]lS ֵa?� אLF 

ٍ�y< ُ� �89ُ �;:*٤א+ 

��ָOֲ<וצ�dFُa?ـא��Y 

Fר� +�89ُ>;:*א�ُ

٤²?ֳCFOֲֳאC�Â ֶYָY�*+, ֱ�P// 

 �ـ �?�ُ LFـ -�$ֲ )�+�89ُ

$�dא �ُ %ֳ#ُא �ً �ـ*:;< 

٤Xו٤ַֹר�א .©>

?��ֳ٤Xו٤ַֹר�ֳ (�ד%¹ُ >

 �sْא�Tُ>נ+ָ��

 /Fd@F�C*Fd@ ֱ�P4*(/)�ـ )??�

�ָOֲ<G%ـִֶُ>וـYא �ُ�ג

��Y.�; ُ�+�sـנ ?ֳַُ ֶ")�n( 

�"�(GF�?"T ֲ?Uـ��"� 

.�; ُ�+�s�  ש�"� ُ?Uـ�� 

�ֲָ�?Uـ�� Yـנ ?ֳַُ ֶ �"

�` ֲLF 

�"�$�d(Fדונُ �ـ ֳ�"�X٠F ּ)

٤�"�X�ָ�C]ו�ג$dـ ��גא� 

��ָOֲ<G%ـ< ֶ

���ֳ)?�"*�׳"�(F ֳ§§ـ�*:;~�/ 

±"� *צ٤ >�ו �Yrָ "*׳*צ٤ �"

LOF٤�"�X ٤ֹ ַLOp+ُ89 ָ�d 

+ُ�89�ֲY ז$l ـFُL(dדֱ�נר�� 

�>ُ �^�Oُדֱ�נר� ֱ��� ?�nעّ ^

G ֱדֱ�נר�א �٤ِ�Oُ*"�² ُ8(d 

 �גl[)אטנُתֲ`F)�>ו�

j� 
right was first registered in the foreign�(�(ֳֶא�אע� "?* �גר j� א �ً
country. 

5. Scope of Plant Breeders’ Right�. 

1/ Subject to the exemptions and restrictions 

provided for in this Proclamation, a plant 

breeder’s right gives the holder the 

exclusive right to:�"�F a" LO �a" �ָ*� 

a) sell or give permission to other personsn) LF ©¥ ];S 
to sell and 

LO`ُC$א� 

b) produce or give permission to other 

persons to produce for market,LF �%¯ ];S p$ُCא� 

the protected seed or the propagating 

material of the protected variety. 

2/ The provisions of sub-article (1) of this 

Article shall also apply in respect of: 

a) varieties which are essentially derived 

varieties of a protected variety where this 

protected variety is not itself an 

essentially derived variety; 

b) varieties that are not clearly distinguishable ֳُ? ـנY.�;)ֳ �"� ُ~�ָ�ֲ�@ָG 
from the protected variety; and

LO 
] 

`٤( �"�Xֶַْ� 

LO �(ֲג�G% ـ

c) varieties whose productions require the 

repeated use of the protected variety. 

3/ Where an improved variety is developed using 

material from a farmers’ or pastoral 

communities’ variety, wild relatives of crop 

plant and other varieties and community 

knowledge a plant breeder’s right may only be 

granted and exercised if the breeder has, in 

accordance with prevailing national laws on 

access and benefit-sharing of biodiversity of 

the country: 

א �ُ�גר)$ >;:*

https://ethiodata.et/
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n)�"�(F LO Y�"�( �" ��aـ� 

›.M405qNt4 ٌُ��tu_R 

a) obtained prior informed consent on the 

use of that material and the associated 

knowledge; and 

b)concluded a benefit sharing agreement on 

mutually agreed terms. 

ٍ<WFג�lS ו$dֳאFُ8(d 

LOT"` ת

ֳ (��l.ו�FגC�C$�lוו�ֶُ >

F`ֲـנ רת� 

�(�� 
4/ Where a public research institute is the 

holder of a plant breeder’s right, the 

Ministry may require the licensing terms to 

reflect the public-good nature of the right in 

accordance with parameters set forth by the 

Ministry. 

 �אFGHُ�ו"ו"ـÄז�٤א�ً%ֳ#ُ

(ْ��ת kֲג �Cَס �אאע��ג�

�ׁ��$( ];S٤ِאטנُ�גרC]" א

��ُ�ֳ*Fֲא�F£%"lגkF  �nُאֲ�

�/ 

[ 

5/ Any certificate of breeder’s right issued 

under this Proclamation and other related 

services may be subject to a payment of fee 

and such other requirements as may specify
�א טנُـ )}? �F �ג)�

in the regulation to be issued. 
ֹُGָ�*? �R� (ْ%ג�[ו� LO ٤ֹ ַ

��ָOֲ<ُסT�٤ِגC]"א�"�" 

(ْF%ֲ<ג�ד]Â6 +�89ُ>;:*א�ُـ. Exemptions to Plant Breeder's Right�. 
The following varieties do not confer plant 

*:;< 
breeder’s right: 

ـ Â[ג>*Fֲו�

// 

4/ 

1/ privately or for non-commercial purposes; 

2/ for experimental, research or educational 

purposes; or 
� ?*Gָֹُ�ג)ָ"�` �ו< 

3/ for the purpose of breeding other varieties.
��ֳדd:ָ�ג)ָ ���""�Fֶ ַ� 

7. Farmers’ or pastoral communities’ Right 

Notwithstanding any other provisions this 

Proclamation, the following farmer’s or 

pastoral community’s rights on protected 

variety shall be recognized and protected: 
* " ِ*"�ָ�Yrו�< * " א �٤ِ

L(lO �?» (�ْO 

1/ small holder farmers or pastoral community 

shall have the right to save, use, exchange 
ِ*"� * " � �אנـF)דFs(Fו"� ו "ُ

and sell farm-saved seed of any variety on 

the non-commercial marketing; 

 /��Pֱ ,+*א טנُ �גר.ד )Fsו

LO ُdנ�C�" �89ُ >;:*א �ُו+ 

ַ ٤ֹ ?*٤ֹِGָ �ג�Cُצ٤ו "�#ُ

< ֶ٤�"�X ִُـY�89ُא �ُ �ג+ 

ָ�G Oֳُגאנ FGSֳ ֹُGָ*? 

� �ד)>ָ `�"

pYֳב ֳו"ו" �ו < ֳ ُוֱ"ُ

 .¡"*�׳*צ٤ >�ו �Yrָ �"*�ِ*צ٤

א �ُ

 �Pֱ ,+*ַ ٤ֹ ٤SF�ÆX T}סו ;�.

��F٤ـאYֳـ �גYـִُ"�X(ֶْ? ـנ� 

 "*�׳

$�-Oـ� 

ָYr ו� //�C*ـms>ٍ�ֳ)"*׳*">

LO+�ֳ �"aُ�דCdאp.�אd$ו�pאֳ.

YFGS `ُא.©א�(Z �ُG�< 

https://ethiodata.et/
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2/ any farmer or pastoral community shall have* " 

the right to save and use farm-saved seed of 

any variety of food crops and other species 

that directly supporting his livelihoods.LO ��ُוא�$dא� 

›.M405qNt4 ٌُ��tu_R 

 /4ד)Fsו "*׳*">�ו Yrָ "*׳

Gb צ)�גk ֳٍ�d.a"(Fאנـ� 

 �ו�Gר ��a"F ُ6<� ֶ ַFOָדCdא.

p٤²?ֳִـ�C<ֶُ� 8 .�89+2ُ >;:*א. Restrictions on Plant Breeder's Right 

j�?Uـ�T ֲjֶ*C]  ו.l�ׁ� ֳ// 1/ The Ministry may, when public interest 

 requires due to the following grounds, put �גYـִُו �٤ِ�Fג  �Cَ ס +�89ُ 

 restrictions on the exercise of a plant >;:*א �ُ d;$*וֶ >?�ֵ .ָ

�ֶָ٤< breeder’s right where: 

א �ُ �ـר)$

a"�"�$�d(Fור)�ـFs( ד

Iُ ֶFד חֶُ R ٤Xג[ָ��ـ;$ג� 

�pֲָ�s]; ֶُוֳ דח�< ֳ٢ָ� 

�ו< 

G�89ُ >;:*א �ُת ـ"�?�ו�+) ֳ

pُ<� ֱOp ���no�ׁ��Opُ+C 

�ו��٤ַֹ�l�ׁ.ו<< ֶ

kFֲא"C٤ֶ>:�ُ�ג��:�kֲ� 

ُ*G%��(ـYֳגאY< ֶ�:< ֱ�P 

���ֲYר�� �ֳ)�*ָ"��אא"Y��ـ

 /�89+4ُ >;:*א �ֶُ>?�ֵ�ָ

 �ג٤ֳ)ג �Cَס �ג)���א אע�

ֱ�PT ֲُא טנ$F אOٍW¸�(ֳ?ـ� 

 �ـd$שُת§§ִ

��ُ�ֳ*ُ�gא\? 

 /�ג �Cَס +�89ُ >;:*א �ُ d;$*ו

Fר��ֶ >?�ֳדSנGת

g�l`ׁ�ד��ֳא�ֳִ C) ? ֳ

(ּ Fd@F�C*Fd@ ֱ�P*(n)1א טנُ

 ?��א�ֳִ%ֳא�ً�ג[FֳY)�כ

F`ר�א 

��ُ�ֳ* 

ُ�89+n) *:;< a) the right holder of a protected seed 

variety is unable or unwilling to meet the 

demand for seed of a particular protected 

variety; or 

b) the exercise of the right is likely to 

adversely affect food security, public 

health, biological diversity, the 
�*�%{ 

environment or other matters of public 

interest, as determined in consultation 

with the competent authorities on such 

matters. 

2/ The restriction on plant breeder’s right shall 

only be limited to the conditions and extents 

specified in the directives of the Ministry; and 

shall be lifted as soon as conditions stated in*Fd@ F�C *Fd@ 1(n) 
this article sub article 1(a) are improved. 

3/ When the Ministry decides to put 

restrictions on the exercise of a plant 

breeder’s right, it shall: 

a) give to the right holder the copy of then) �(g¸(F@ֳGא��"�"F٤²? ִـ�� 

`ُC$ֳא�ًא%ֳ%ZָG decision specifying the particulars of the 

restrictions; 

LO b) notify the restriction to the public at 

large; and 

c) determine the compensation to be paid to 

the right holder based on this article sub 

article 1(a). 

https://ethiodata.et/
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9. Compulsory Licensingu. 
1/ Without prejudice to the provisions of// ֱ�P *+, �*Fd@ (2) 

›.M405qNt4 ٌُ��tu_R 

$�d ـLF�??( ـ� 

];Sٍ�G� 

ُIֶRָ% ת$�lוֳא.l��Fׁ�Tp ֲ

 �ֳ)ד)Fsור)ת�אֳُ�ג �Cَס

];S ٍ�G� ُא אע�א טנ�� �ג)�

ֵ ר.>٤ֶָ��

 /4ג�Cَס�Sٍ�G;[ֵר.�ג٤ֳ�)

(ֶֶ$l ֳ$�d(Fֳא�ً �ـn) % 

Oُ"ד�א�$F ג;�א� ُIֶR� ׁ�

٤X ٤ֹר ַ�OֲY�d"ד����Z ֳ

Oً"א�LF 

�ו<� ֲLF ֳYֳ�Y];S©¥LF 

Fנ  �d ֲg< 

�ו<�` ֲLF 

ֳ(��׀

�F ׁ�� 

?i` ת

נ®

 ُF� 

G� ו� 

ֳ דנ?�

Oُ+C

T ֲjֶ*C].

�ו < 

�(�� ٢� 

 /��S ٍ�G;[�ـר)$ר )ֳ %ֳא�ً

ٍ�G�$Fp א��R�?%(ָ�גYR ֵ

٤ֹ ַ

��ָOר<�F��٤�:� 

 �S ٍ�G;[�ـר)$ר )%�ֳא�ً

 [�Cָ�ْ)���סד FْO)ו

(FנTֳא�ً �ג%YO�Fצ٤ֳ דG% ـ

ـ �&�$ُ T>נ+ָ`>ֱו

¾ָOֲ<L(lOُס�CגG ת נ�

�"�(F ًא ר$ً %ֳא�];S ٍ�/ �G� 

 Yאd$ו >�ו٤ַֹר٤X dLF$ב�ُ

 Yא$�GُC*)ו��

 /�ג�Cَס YגYـִُ

Article (8) of this Proclamation, the 

Ministry may, to safeguard public interest, 

grant a compulsory license upon application 

by any interested person. 

2/ The Ministry may grant a compulsory license 

only if: 

�"� a" a) the holder is not producing and selling 

the seed of the protected variety in 

sufficient amount to meet the needs of 

$�dـ� �"�(F a" the general public and has refused to 

license other persons to produce and 

sell the seed of the protected variety];S ُC$ֳא ]; s or 

is not willing to give such license under 

reasonable terms; or 

b) it is necessary to ensure only national 

food security or public health. 

3/ The amount of remuneration to be paid by 

the compulsory licensee to the right holder, 

the validity period of the compulsory 

license and other conditions necessary 

shall be determined by Regulation to be 

issued. 

];± ُy<ِ�ג��F j� LO �"�" 

�/ 4/ A person to whom a compulsory license is 

];S granted shall have corresponding right and 

accountability to perform any activity for 

which the authorization of the holder would ُ� ֱָא� LO 
have been required; this shall be performed 

with the knowledge of the ministry. 

5/ The granting of compulsory licensing shall 

not preclude the holder from using the 

variety or to grant a license to others.];S 

6/ The Ministry may cancel or terminate the�*F± ُ�F� ו

�Ä".ֵו�<"� �F ٍ�G±;[ֵ ר

�ֶָ٤< 

compulsory license on one of the following 

grounds: 

https://ethiodata.et/
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ٍ�G�n) ];± a) if the reasons for granting compulsory 

license no longer exist or are unlikely to 

persist or; 

b) if the licensee has neither begun to 

›.M405qNt4 ٌُ��tu_R 

ُ�F� ـר�$ُו� 

�וֵ.dָ�ד>٤ָ<��; ُj�ֶ*C] 

Fו` �ת ֲ>

)$א טנُ ];Sـר�];±ֳ%) ֳ

 �ָ�אנ >�ו

&�ُ�ֶנ?>�ו` �G,ו$dא ֳ

(ּ  Fd@F�C*Fd@ ֱ�P*(�)א טנُ

ًYֳـא�(C.F��ג �Cَס �ג)�

�` ֲLFסY�٤ָـ�XٍG� 

Fאaُy<ֳג�Cُ5ُ>;:*א�. �89+ 

y$" אFאa.�; ُ� �89ُ >;:*א+ 

 �ג�ונ)+�89ُ >;:*�א �ُ Yـר�$ُ

Fא ٍר ��F٤ֹـאYֳـ  FC ֳُ8*ِת ֲ 6

�ו<Fـ �٤ֹ��<FFp٤¹É`ُ6אt ֳ

ַ ٤ֹ Äגـ ��F٤ֹـאYֳـֳ �6tאُ

��ָOֲ< 

FֲֳאC�-ُGU�89+5ُ>;:*א�ֳُד/. 

(C.���ُ� ًע��+��pn?"�(Z 

(C.���ُ��"�(pוFֲ%< וFֲ{ 

(ֳ:dֶC*ֳ:dـ�n?"(Z<WF 

 LFר )$ֵ�אֳ�ُ>٤ֶָ��

 /4"*�׳*צ٤ >�ו �Yrָ �"*ِ*צ٤

 �ـאYֳـ

 ��Fֳ)?�ד ֱ�נר��ג��ָד )Fsו

ר )ֳ דֱ�נר\+�89ُ >;:*א �ُ

 LFר )$ֵ�אֳ�ُ>٤ֶָ��

+ُ�89 ٤Xרkֲ�<ֶ�ֳُYW ו�< ֳُW�/ 
�ֲLF ִ�:d 

 �;:*٤א �ُ >ר�ָ+ْ`ֲ Tו

�ו<*FS(C. ٤X ֶ)ْר�א �ُ 

٤�*:;� +ُ�89 ٤X רkֲ�<ֶ�Y*FS 

�"�(F ִُُ�ג٤GUָדO$א �ُ�ـ

H (F 
exploit the license nor made serious�j�?{(ـ� ? � (C. 
preparations to do so within a 

reasonable time frame or; 

c) if the conditions stipulated under issue 

regulation pursuant to sub-article (3) of 

this Article are not respected. 

10. Duration of Plant Breeder's Right 

The protection of plant breeder's right shall 

commence from the date of the grant of the 

breeder’s right; and shall be for 20 years in the 

case of annual crops; and 25 years in the case 

of trees, vines and other perennial plants. 

11. Eligibility for Plant Breeder’s Right 

1/ Any plant breeder’s whether he is an 

�(�� 

 WF> �ُ��� >;:* //ד)Fsו +�89ُ
Ethiopian or a foreign national, or resident 

in Ethiopia or elsewhere, may apply for a 

plant breeder’s right in respect of a new 

plant variety that is either bred locally or 
ُ�89+ �"� ُ�89+ *:;< א �ُ

abroad. 
] 

2/ Any person representing the community 

that developed the variety, in the case of ُ�89+ �"�F �"�(F 
farmers’ or pastoral communities’ varieties, 

may apply for the community to obtain 

plant breeder’s right. 

3/ Where two or more persons breed a variety 

together they shall have right to secure joint�"�(F �� �� 

GF �� holders right; provided, however, that 

anyone or more than one joint owner may 

apply and obtain a separate plant breeder’s 

�� right if the remaining eligible joint owners 

have given their consent in written 

document authenticated by a notary. 

https://ethiodata.et/
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�ו �GָـÄו�ֲ�< ُFGHא� 

 �j+�89ُ >;:*א �ً ,"C ً�Sו

 >ר�ָ��

ֳُYW ו�< ֳُW�"� ُ�89+*FSF�/ 

$ָO٤ֳ ��٢ْ)�ـX רkֲ�<ֶ� 

 LF ִ�:dֲ �+�89ُ >;:*�א �ُ

 �גר)$�א�אע�דא٢Yֳָג�Cَס

��ָOֲ<(נ)�רd ֶ

��הd;$*ו"� C�54. 

 //ד)Fsו ��G¹���ُُ�ג"Tר)

�ֲY©.ג�FGS ֳa"�"�F$�dـ� 

�d(F$האd$ו*ֳ�ُ�� �"� Cـ�� 

 l.וֶ >

<Oֳג�@ָ�G(הC�ُ�lُ�ָ(ג� 

pُ�ָ ה)וC� ו��� LF W ג� 

 CYFGSו >�וـ א>ggו ٤ِ�ָ "�

�lٍ ֵِ<ֳ ـ@ָ�Gj��ֲ�?Oiג� 

��ُ�ֳ*Fֲג٤ָא� 

��הd;$*וֶ>Cֳـ�ִ?٤²"� C� 

�"�$�d89ُ >;:*�גר)$�ـ+ֳ// 

�"�kֲYgg<ـ אa?\ـאY הC� 

ֶַYו�< ُ6<� 

 �Cה"��ג�"OGא�Fֲֳ�ُו��

 �Cה �ـ�d$א �ُ

ُ��µ� הC� 

 Yאd$ו�גFֲ*<ָYֳYו��

א טנُ

ٍG� ו$dLF הC��"�$�d(Fـ� 

 ���נ�ُר)dו�ֹ�ـא�?aא �ُ

���Cה LF:<$dו�ُ"�(F ُ�F� ו

ֶ ַ*:;~F َס�C ג� ֲLF ֳYֳYـ� 

 �Cה �d"�LFא �l$*ֳ�ُ��>ֱו

�٤א �ُ?TsـCו  �ֳ)�ـר¥�׳d 

ֶ >:�ُדSנT"�C>*ُו��

4/ Where the breeder is a public or private 

institution, the plant breeder’s right shall 

be granted in the name of the institution. 

5/ Where two or more persons breed a variety 

independently from the other, the first to 

file an application with the Ministry shall 

be granted the plant breeder’s right. 

12. Use of Variety Denomination 

1/ Any person who, within the territory of 

Ethiopia, sells seed of a protected variety 

on the commercial marketing shall use the 

denomination of such variety. 

4/ �� C� �@WR 2/ Where the variety denomination is used inה) �"

writing, it shall readily be distinguishable 

and clearly legible; and if the denominationYFGS 

is associated with a trademark, trade name 

or similar indication it shall easily be 

recognizable as such. 

13. Restrictions on the Use of Variety5�/ 
Denominations 

1/ The variety denomination given to plant 

breeders as protected plant variety shall 

not, be similar another variety of the same 

٤ِ6<� �" *FS �"� botanical species or confuse with 

denomination of other protected variety. 

2/ No rights in the designation registered as4/ a?ـא�� �"� 
the denomination of the variety shall

�"�(F  �ֳ[ )�j ;�. �ـאYֳـ�א�ُ
hamper the free use of the denomination in

LFË ��"�(F וFֲ{ 
connection with the variety, even after the 

expiry of the breeder’s right. 

3/ If a person who has obligation to use the ֱ�/ �P *+, *Fd@ 54(/) 

denomination of protected variety registered 

pursuant to Article 12(1) of this Proclamation 

is forbidden not to use the denomination of 

variety due to prior rights registered, the 

Ministry shall require the breeder to submit 

another denomination for the variety which 

may not affect third parties right. 

https://ethiodata.et/
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ADMINISTRATION OF PLANT BREEDER’S 
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 +�89ُ >;:*א �ُ C*ـ:"

ُr�ֶ٪َס�C�5ג�/ 

��;:*٤ א �CFُ*א ָ�ِ"� ُ�8@+ 

ג �Cَס�גYـִُ٪ֶ �٤ِr T>סָٍ�

RIGHT 

14. Responsibility of the Ministry 

The Ministry shall have the following 

responsibilities with respect to plant breeder’s 

right: 

1/ receive, examine and give decision on the// ُ�89+ �"� 

submitted application and administer the 

plant breeder’s right;*:;< Fُ� א

ُ�89+4/ �"� "O:ـCד�Fُא� 2/ administer plant breeder’s right and�8° 

conduct candidate varieties distinctness, 

uniformity and stability testing; 

3/ maintain the list of countries from which ֱ�P�/ *+, �*Fd@ � (�) א טנُ
plant breeder’s right varieties distinctness, 

uniformity and stability testing shall
LO d��" ֵ

directly be accepted in the application 
�� �ד>٤ָ"� 

process pursuant to Article 4(4) this 
�"�" 

Proclamation; 

4/ maintain the Register of Plant breeder’s 

right in accordance with Article (20) of 

these proclamation; 

5/ verify and investigate allegations of 

infringement in accordance with Article (27) 

of these proclamation and make accountable 

based on available national law. 

15. Application Procedure 

1/ Any breeder wishing to obtain a plant ُ�8@+C*ֳ// �"� ُ�89+ *:;< א �ُ
breeder’s right in respect of a new plant 

variety shall present a written application 

to the Ministry. The detail conditions and 

procedure in accordance with which 

applications shall be lodged, examined and 

decided shall be specified in the directive 

to be issue by the Ministry. 

�"�" 

d"\ג�C$�lֳדFُ� א

(g¸ א "וצ`ֶָ<d�F٤X٢Yָד א

 >ר�ָ`+�89ُ

` ָ:Sـ�CـYֳـא� 

(Oֳ�ُ�.��pֳـ�(ֶ ַF Y ٤�"�X 

Y ֱעב%��ֵ "���dד>٤ָ �"

`ָ:ְ�� 

ד א٢Yָْ).�dٍـ �>%dُ �ג«?�

(ֳ� ُ�.��pֳـ�(ֶַY 

Y ֱעב% 

Fו  C  ُn?(Fْ%ـט� 

`ָ<<¹ 

 /�Fd@*+, ֱ�P*(t)א טנُ �ـ-�$

`ָ<<¹��F٤א�?"�X 

G ׁُא טנ(t¡)�*Fd@*+, ֱ�P�/ 

` ָ��F٤Xד.y\נ�dRֳֶאـ� 

 >אנוָ `�%G ֱ(ֳ%*Gـ &�$

Fנ �ָ` � ֲLF 

 .�C5ֳדאd٢Yָ*נ �

 LFר)$�ג[Gָד)Fsו >;:*

ד אF٢Yָ)ֳ ג�Cَס @�Rֽד lנ�

pُd"٢)ו �ג��Yָָٍ��ד א<T"� 

 �גאנא�"ُ g¸LO)�גר�.ُ

 �ג)��� ¸H"6OٍWُג �Cَס

��ָOר<�א אע�
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�d"ת�(F٢Yָ٤דא�ו*אָFs( 2 /4ד/ Every applicant shall submit a sworn 

אנX®C GÉ LO �r F٤* ;�ֳאֶּ affidavit, together with supporting 

 �ד����גYـ٤XٍW¸Fִُ �ג?ָ@

א ָ¨דlנ�*ֳ�ُ�

ָ:dוֳ ד�<�Gָד� ֳn) �"�(F 

ُ<�ֱ���noFُא�$dـ� ُ�+O� 

FZ`ُוn� 

�Gָוֳד��< ָ:dד ֳ) �"�(F ֳ

�ו< ُ<� ֱF ��no ُא�$dـ� 

Fpً?U אF?S ׁא��a"{�* 

(�)�*Fd@*+, ֱ�P�:~LF 

א טנُ l.וFֳ א[�ָ �ـנ?

LOFpסTוו�ُאCאlS 

-."*+, ُ� ׁ<ُF�ֱ��"�(  ּ)

/��A��/40דµ>נ"LO*אָ�٠ F 

 FִWו [Y8(lOjֶ*CגאYֳـ)

documentation, declaring the following 

conditions: 

a) the origin or source of the genetic 

resources used to breed or develop the 

variety; 

b) that the genetic or breeder seed used in 

breeding or developing the variety was 

lawfully acquired and, where applicable, 

in compliance with the requirements of 

prior informed consent and benefit 

sharing as provided under Article 5(3) of 

this Proclamation; and 

c) that the variety does not contradict to 

National Bio-safety Proclamation No. 

655/2009, or that the applicant has 

obtained all necessary authorization 
ָ*� �?UO Fُ$<-�٤ׁגI ٤ֹ ַ

from the competent authority and 

complied with all other applicable 

legal requirements. 

16. Preliminary Determinations and Provisional 

��ُ�ֳ*Fֲ�٤ِחֶאC]" א

C$ֳא.�; Cُא��LO j��(g¸אlS5�. 
[ Protection 

٢Yָَס +�89ُ >;:*א �ُד א�Cג// 

 �ـ��P(C.dF�5� ֳdֱ ,+*א טנُ

1/ The Ministry shall, within 14 days of 

receiving an application for a plant 

breeder’s right, make a preliminary(٢Yָד אGנSـ§ֳ דR ִב �-

kFדנ.?�lS א אֲ� (g¸ ��ָר�< 
determination as to whether it merits a full 

examination under this Proclamation. 

2/ If a positive preliminary determination is 

passed pursuant to sub-article (1) of this 

Article, a provisional plant breeder’s right 

shall be granted as of the date of such 

determination until final decision is give 

either in the form of granting of the right or 

rejection of the application. 

3/ The application shall be rejected and the 

applicant shall be notified in the specified time 

/Fd@F�C*Fd@ ֱ4*(/)�ـר)$ �P 

dFY(g¸(�ֲY ٍ*XF(g¸ אlS 

ُd%<� ٢)�א­נ§ـYָוצד א� 

CנSj�FֲגLCY(Sl ו�<LCÍ�?i 

 ��j+�89ُ>;:*א�ُ>ר+$ָ��

/�ֱ @Fd@F�C*Fd*(/)�ـר)$ �P 

) ¸lS (gא (Sl٢Yֲָ�ד אY ִٍ* 

�?�j��(ֳ?٠ �ـ�אָ* ֳ"I  ـ
if the preliminary determination passed 

pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article is 
LF �(d( ��ָ� נ< 

negative. 

https://ethiodata.et/
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�ֳד�)ُ&� CٍC�5ـ);ז.עד¡. 

ُGUَס +�89ُ >;:*א �ֳُד�Cג// 

F�٢Yָדאd"ג�� 

17. Publication of Notice for call of Opposition 

1/ The Ministry shall, by the expense of the 

applicant, notice for call of opposition to 

the application of plant breeder’s right in a 

mass media having wider circulation 

containing the following information: 

a) the applicants name and address;n) pُFד�F٠�אָ�* *S §` 

b) detail information of variety for which 

plant breeder’s right is sought. 

ُ$�dـ�� ُGUא �ֳُ ד�*:;<) ֳ

)pֳGא�"�"a"ُ8@+ 

 �ד�ـُـ ;ג+ �ֳ d"�LF*�אָ�٠

ُC"Zr ר�&�ٍCـ);ז.עד��� 

ֳׁ��א?ֳ@*ֳ�ُ��a�?Osא�(ֳ% 

4/ ֳ*אָ�٠ �89ُ+ *:;< �א�ُ }ר.�ֱ� 2/ Where an application is submitted for a 

��ו )�"< ָ"g<ُ�:<ֶו.l plant breeder’s right, Any person who 

considers that the granting of such right +ُ�89 *:;< C$�lד ֳFُ� א

may be contrary to public interest, or that 

the variety does not fulfill the requirements 

for granting a plant breeder’s right, or that 

the applicant is not entitled to the plant 

breeder’s right, may lodge opposition to 

the Ministry within the time specified in 

the notice. 

3/ The detail conditions and procedure for 

examination and disposal of opposition 

shall be determined in the directive issued 

by the ministry. 

18. Granting of Plant Breeder's Right 

1/ The Ministry shall grant a plant breeder’s 

right if it is satisfied that: 

a) the criteria, eligibility and application 
n) ֱ�P *+, �*Fd@ (�)p (5/) LO (5�) 

requirements set forth in Articles (4),
LO ُ�-�p٤ِC]" שُא$dـ� 

(11) and (15) of this Proclamation have 

been met; 

b) there are no grounds under this 

Proclamation to reject the application; 

٤XٍW¸�ָ�C]ג� ُYָדא ֳ

�` ֲLFִـח� 

(ֱ ,+*�ـ )??�א טנُ +�89ُ �P ֳ

 >;:*א �ֳُ *אָ�٠ >:LFר.

�` ֲLFֳַ�ُ�Fֳ�ָו��CYג� 

 �ג[�Cָ�א "[�F٤ِC*חֶו >�ו

 *אָ�٠ֳ דאYָُא �ُ �ֳ)ו �ֹ

�&�(ٍCור )�דFs( דFג�ו� 

�(Fג;� �ـ?ֳ)��C.�?�j)א 

ֳ ג�Cَסדlנ�>٤ֶָ��

OُGג)�ֶ >ו"א �גנ�;� /�א

�¸Wٍג�Cَס"� ¸g)�גר�.ُ "

��ָOר<� �ג)���א אע�

ُC$ֳאCُ�89+52ُ>;:*א�. 

 //ג�Cَס �גYـִُ ¸٤XٍWא חֶٍْ

 F)ת �נ.�G+�89ُ >;:*א �ُ

 >ר�ָ�
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�l:*ֳֹד�)ُ l.וֶ>")�F  ּ(

*G%� ٠�אָ* ُ<� ֱ���n(F+ֳ� 

kFֲ א�?U ُא טנG ׁُ�*"�²(ֳ% 

�` ֲ�?$ LFנ� 

ُ�89+C*ُנ���d ٢Yָא (דא

�ֶ >+�89ُ >;:*א �ُ"� 

 dות ֳָ ֶַר )�ָـר$

�` ֲLF 

ُ�89+C*ُנ���d ٢Yָט (דא

ֶ >dו תָא �ُ

ד א٢Yָ Sld"²)�ָـנ ?

LO�` ֲLF 

ُGUנ (+�89ُ >;:*א �ֳُ ד

ֳY]ִ�ـW�R� ُ�ֳ�ָY] א

��� ֲLF 

א �ُ +�89ُ �;:*٤

OًG%אY�א �ُא �?

�ׁ� ֳُiَס *ד��Cג� 

p$ُCֳֶַُר)א�rאנ�Y 

Fוַ ٤ֹ �:�٤�<RֳֶـC ד

ـ %Gד SנG>*٢ָו��

 /�ג �Cَס +�89ُ >;:*א �ُת ר.

kFֲ �89ُ >;:*א �ُ �ـר$א+ 

?Os א(ֳ%ُH"Zr ר

��ָ�g(;�ׁ� ֳ

��בOדCdא."� O5u. 

�Oב�Oג�Cَס"�$(Fֳא�ً �ר% 

��ָٍ<T"�.אCdדaFS 

ُyֳד�C�"�(F $�y 

��ـ [jֶ%ֱ�"ُא �ً"�(F ֳًא�%// 

ٍG�$�lִ�אWُj��ُy<ِ�ג�£F 

��ُ�ֳ* 

c) the breeder has proven that he has 

obtained the genetic resource used to 

develop the variety in accordance with the 

relevant laws on access to genetic 

resources; 

d) a plant breeder’s right has not been 

granted to another person in respect of 

the new variety in question; 

e) there has been no earlier application 

that was rejected for a plant breeder’s 

right in respect of the new variety in 

question; and 

f) all fees payable in relation to the 

granting of the plant breeder's right 

have been paid. 

�"� �*:;< 

4/ ُ�89+ *:;< 2/ No assignment, transfer or other disposition 

(C. of plant breeders’ right shall take effect 

prior to its entry into the Register of Plant<Î 

breeder's right and publication by the 

Ministry. 

3/ Where the Ministry grants a plant breeder’s 

right, it shall give public notice in a mass 

media having wider circulation.��¯nF a� 

19. Deposition of Samples 

The holder shall deposit a sample of the 

protected variety within the ministry. 

20. Maintenance of the Varietyt. 

1/ The holder shall have the obligation to 

maintain the essential characteristics of the 

variety throughout the validity period of the 

plant breeder’s right. 

https://ethiodata.et/
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�aـ�$�yFً"�ֱ%� /4ג�Cَס )�"

�ו<�"�(F ًדנ.?�%ֳא� ֳkFֲ א

�d"�LF®א נjֶ*C] ֶ ַ�"�(ֳC 

��ֶָ٤<$�l א

 ُ*ָ�R 

�ROֳאטנ CֳֶـCֳדF Cُ�89ُ>;:*א�+ 

RֳֶـCֳדF Cُא�t/. 

Gׁו�� //+�89ُ >;:*א �ُ )�ָ >

��ֶָ٤<Rֳֶ٤ֵـX٤ַֹר ֳ

 /4)�ָ �ـֳֶ[+�89ُ >;:*א �ُ

< ֶ� +�89ُ �;:*٤א�ُא�?

 �ָـא�?aـ�>%Tُd>*נ)ו��

Fֳאـ) Cُא�t4. 

א �ُ �ـר)$

*:;< ُ�89+g�lَס �ד�Cר )ֳ ג

א �Fًאـ)>٤ֶָ��

/Fd@F�C*Fd@ ֱ4*(/)א טנُ �P 

�&�ٍC אـ)ד�Fُ� َסא�C ג

kFֲ א�ת  "ר)%ֳא�ًא ��Fًـ

(C.� +�89ُ �;:*٤א �ُא �?

?Os א�¯nF(ֳ%ُH"Zr ר�G² א

��ָٍ<T"�GנSד<Î�ׁ�ֳa� 

�R"S ُYֳגא�Fُ� �89ُ+ >;:*א 

ً#R"S�ֲY< ֶSְ�א��"�" ُ# 

�R"S ٤�?T ٠Xע�Yוـ�<]dָ� 

 #ُ �ָـCדב �Cـ"dג �Cَס �א�ُ

א ـ)�Ï(F.ـ�dֹ>*א�aGו��

� /�+�89ُ >;:*א �¹Fً?�±;[�ـ

ר )�ـd$רֳُ �"�ו ��Fֳُנר)

¾ָOֲ<$�&ُـ( �וֳג "ר:�< 

ُYֳָדא� Cר נF LFُא�t�. 

ُ�F� �89ُ >;:*א �ُ �ארً$ו+// 

 l.ב�ـ���ُד)Fsור)ـר.ِ

�Oר נLF ُ� נ)+�89ُ >;:*א��� 

2/ The Ministry may require the holder to 

furnish the variety itself or any other 

information the variety to ensure that the 

variety is maintained. 

PART FOUR 

TRANSFER AND REVOCATION OF PLANT 

BREEDER'S RIGHT 

21. Transfer of Right 

1/ Plant breeder's right may be transferred to 

other persons by contractual agreement or by 

the operation of law. 

2/ The transfer of a plant breeder’s right by 

contractual agreement shall have no effect 

unless entered in the register of Plant 

breeders’ right. 

22. Surrender of Right 

1/Any holder may surrender his plant// ד)Fsו +�89ُ *:;< 

breeder’s right by giving notice to the 

Ministry. 

2/ The Ministry shall, upon receiving notice 

of surrender in accordance with sub-article 

(1) enter it in the register of Plant breeders’ 

right and publicize it in mass media having 

wider circulation. 

3/ Where any case is pending before a court 

in respect of a plant breeder’s right, the 

Ministry shall not register the surrender 

except by leave of the court or by consent 

of the parties in the court proceeding. 

4/ any holder who surrenders his plant 

breeder's right on his own will, shall be 

accountable for damages arising from the 

use of the protected variety. 

23. Application for Revocation of Plant Breeder’s 

Right 

1/ Any person whose interest is affected by 

the granting of a plant breeder’s right may 

apply to the Ministry for the revocation 

�/ 

https://ethiodata.et/
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ֱ�P ֳُRֳֶ ـLF(ٍW¸LF 

 @LO(t�)*Fd(�t)�ـ?ֳ)�א טנُ

��ֶָ٤<ُYָَסדא�Cג ֳ

 /�89+4ُ >;:*א �ֳُ דרנ��dנ�

ד א٢Yָ �גאנא�"ُ

�� �גר�.ُ �ُג �Cَס �ג)�

��ָµֳ<?א אע�

RֳֶـCֳדF Cُـר$א�*G%� �ֳ* 

?%iُ�גGUא �ُד

 �גָר )*ֳ�%Gֳ ֶַר )ـ ר.ِ ���נ

ֳُRֳֶ ـLF שL ֳُ� �89ُ+ >;:*א 

��ֶָ٤<ُYָَסדא�Cג ֳ

O٢Yָד א�(Fנ�d¹�"LF ُ� 4א/ 

 %�ֳא�Fًו Y�ֶאנאנ �ºֶג �Cَס

ֳ ד)%?>ר )א ר$FOֳً *אָ�٠

א רُ$�ג)%?א kFֲ�נ $?�א �ً

��ָ"��¹�"LFُאטנ�PW 

�Fֳאטנ Cُא�t�. 

 //YגYـִُו �٤ِ�F ±F*ת .��ו

 *ֳאYkֲـנ $?�>�ו

�Tצlٍ{ُ�r $ًארYُ� א

ד אG�C(Sl(F٢Yָ"���נ

`ֳ�ٍL(� 

ֳ (%ֳא�ً +�89ُ

Fُ�ֳ� ָ�] ُאYֳגא� 

kֲנ רֳ א� 

�È ِ*FC ֳُ8$(ـרY�&�ٍC ד

ָg<YR ُ�F� ו�&ֳ�(C. ُdO 

�ו<�` ֲLFנ�d 

(Fא טנٍ %ֱע��"�(F ֳًא�%  ּ)

��� ֲ�a Y ָ�FY%�²ـ(.ֳg< 

right in accordance with Articles (24) and 

(25) of this Proclamation respectively. 

2/ The procedures for examining and 

deciding on applications revocation shallLO (g¸ 

be specified in the directive issued by the 

Ministry. 

24. Transfer of Rights Granted Improperlyt�. 

// +ُ�89 *:;< L¸ �i 1/ The person who claims to be entitled to the 

plant breeder’s right may apply to the 

Ministry demanding that the plant 

breeder’s right improperly granted to other 

person has to be transferred to him. 

2/ The Ministry shall, upon examining the 

application for the transfer and the 

response of the holder if ascertains that the 

right was wrongly granted to the holder 

and that the applicant is entitled to it, cause 

the plant breeder’s right to be transferred 

accordingly. 

25. Revocation of Right 

1/ The Ministry shall revoke a plant breeder’s 

right if: 
ג�Cَס +�89ُ *:;< Fُ� א

 >ט¹"ָ�
a) it is proved that the variety was not new 

n) �"�( * C 
or that facts exist which, if known 

before the granting of the right, would 

have resulted in the rejection of the 

application; 
[[[ 

*:;< Fُא� b) the holder has failed to pay the 

prescribed fee payable in respect of the�R� 

 j�( plant breeder’s right within 90 days �א�[�

after having been notified that the 

payment has fallen due; or 

c) the holder has failed to maintain the 

characteristics of the variety. 

https://ethiodata.et/
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 /Fd@F�C*Fd@ ֱ�P4*(/)א טנُ

ג �Cَס �רF)$+�89ُ >;:*א �ُ

�ֳאטנ �CF� ת

(nֳ %ֳא�ً א�ً �ֵרנ � ֲLF 

`ָR �g(;ֽ�@ 

(ֳא�ً %ֳ ـ );ז (ֳ� Rֽ�@ 

(C.  ُ�Ð dO(נ רLF�&�ٍC ד

`ָ�g(;Rֽ�@�d"�LF®נC ד

(ּ ـ );ז Yd"²ֲ��"�סFרוِ

 >ר�ָ`

Fkֱ<�ֲY"�א �ُ �ג�ר

��ָ�� �g(;ֱ ֳ

 /�+�89ُ >;:*א �ُ �ـ�Zנ�נ >�ו

Fًَסא��Cֲ�גY?Uנ®�ـCרُד�n 

*G%� ُd"��LF�C ָ��F�"m ט

��ָ�g(;Rֽ�@ָ*�ׁُ�R(ֳ ֶ

ُCו*ָ�R 

�CֳאCُא�*:;<Fُ�89+ 

ُ�C S"jא �ُ�א

];SFًـ %�ֳא�Yֳـא� 

];SFֳًא��% ֳgT ֲ?%ُ�גGU ד

ُ�89+ ُS"j ו(ْO ـ�[אד�g<?i 

��ָOֲ<ُ�C S"jאF  >;:*א�ُ�

�CFֳא�;ו Cא�ُאt¡. 

א �َـ �ר �גָ

Oـ �"$ע(Fר��Fً� ֳא�ُא% 

F٤ِS"j ً�ֳג�א�Fא �ًא �ש

�" ٤®XנC ד�r ٤ַֹY@ֳGא� 

 �ד���ד אWR(F٢Yָ@�ֳ ג�Cَס

ד lנ�>٤ֶָ��

 /4ג �Cَס �dנ�Fֳُד א٢Yָא "וצ

 ¸LCÍ(gר.SנCdSC*ז �ـר)$

��ָ<y�G· ٍُ� א

2/ Where the Ministry decides to revoke a 

plant breeder’s right in accordance with 

sub-article (1) of this Article, it shall: 

a) give written notice to holder that the 

right is going to be revoked; 

b) give written notice to the holder to 

present his objection together with 

evidence within 30 days after the 

issuance of the notice; if any; and 
LO 

c) After hearing the objection, give public 

notice if the decision revokes the rights§א­נ� (g¸ (g¸( 

�*:;~F of the breeder. 

3/ Where a plant breeder’s right is obtained 

by fraud or misrepresentation, the Ministry 

shall revoked the right and refer to the 

appropriate justice organ in writing for the 

institution of criminal case. 

PART FIVE 

INFRINGEMENT OF PLANT BREEDER'S 

[[ 

RIGHT 

26. Act of Infringement of Rightt�. 

$�dـ� �"�F 
Any act in respect of a protected variety for 

which the authorization of the holder is 

required and which is done without such 

authorization shall constitute an act of 

infringement of the plant breeder’s right. 

27. Claims of Infringement 

1/ Any plant breeder’s right holder claiming// ُ�89+ *:;< 

infringement of his right may lodge written 

application to the Ministry identifying the 

alleged infringer and describing the 

activities in question, together with 

supporting documentation and other 

evidence. 

2/ The ministry shall suspend the right 

until the case is examined and decision 

has been given. 

https://ethiodata.et/
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�Ð /�ג �Cَסlפٍ)�dנ�ֳُ �H ُdO 

ُC$ א(g¸ א "וצ(C.�?j� 

��ُ�ֳ* 

Ygנ��ُـ���dًٍ*#�/ 

n) >;:* �dנ��ُ #*ًٍ +�89ُ א �ُ

3/ The Ministry shall examine the complaint 

and give decision within 30 working days. 

4/ The defendant may raise as an objection 

against the pleading that: 

a) the pleading in question do not 

�ו<kF`ֲאר"ُא�Cד�CF  .רُ�

ֳ (Fd@*+, ֱ�P*(t4)�ـd$שُ

ו �٤ِ�Fא טנُ +�89ُ >;:*

kFpֲא�א �ً�ــ

��ֶָ٤<��gֵ*S"Iג�;�א 

 /�ג�Cَס%נ)?ו "א +�89ُ >;:*

� ֲLF�?$ נ�Fא �ُ.רُא�[ב

g�lר )�ד(Fא �ُ ��ר�(k� 

٤ِS"jFִُ%ـ� ִ<.g ُ� א

 LF �yו �¹ָ��

�Ðנ��d(٢Yָפٍדא�l َס�Cג�/ 

ُdO (C. ֳ%ֳא�ً (g¸ $ָר� 

constitute an infringement of the plant 

breeder’s right; or 

b) the plant breeder’s right has been 

surrendered on the grounds specified 

under Article (22) of this Proclamation. 

5/ If the Ministry ascertains that an 

infringement of the plant breeder’s right is 

taking place, it shall promptly notify to the 

infringer and order the immediate cessation 

of the activities in question. 

6/ The holder may seek relief in the regular 

court of law if the Ministry fails to respond 

�s א ֳ(Fًٍ*# ֳًא�%�ֲLF 

R"Sُדlנ�>٤ֶָ�� # 

�?FUـר�l"(g¸$(َס�גר�Cג¡/ 

�s א טנֳُ א(Ð)*Fd@*+, ֱ�P 

R"Sُ#*ًٍדlנ�>٤ֶָ�� # 

$�lֳאCُ:i�t2. 

R"S //ג�Cَס >�ו ُ�89+ ُ# 

to his complaint within 30 days. 

7/ Any party aggrieved by the decision of the 

Ministry may lodge pleading in the regular 

court of law in accordance with Article (30). 

28. Judicial Remedies 

1/ Where the Ministry or a court of law finds 

 �;:*٤א �ُـ .״ָ �ֹ �Yר�

�s א� ُ:i�(FֳـYֳא�ً �ג% 

�ֶָ٤<$�lُאR"S # 

(nُ>;:*א�ُ.רً LF yו ` �89+ 

ֳ (ֳנר):�ُـ א��i�כ

`ָY]LF 

an infringement of right, the holder may 

seek the following remedies in the regular 

court: 

a) cessation of the act of infringement; 

b) reasonable compensation for damages; 

c) seizure of any harvest of the protected ֳًא�Y% ּ) L(lO (�  �ـ)$©>�ו

$�dـאנـ)�ـ� �"� ו"ُ
variety that was sold or produced 

without the holder’s authorization.
LF ���� 
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4/ 2/ If the defendant prevails in any action for 

infringement, he may seek damages for 

losses resulting from the interim cessationLF y$� j�� LGS ـ .ֹ�ُ �נ ר�ُ

of activities required under Article 27(2). 

›.M405qNt4 ٌُ��tu_R 

ـ YgÒוFו�>S"jُ�.Îُ6ُ�ָ�[א

ًYS"j ُא טנt¡(4)�*Fd@ ֳgT ֲ

٢Yָג�דא;� Íכ �ֳֳג�Cَס�א

ָ*�?(Fָ�ُ�נ�LF 

��ֶָ٤<$<lֵ( ֳLF YR כ� 

ُCSCָ�R 

٤SF�ÆX~ָ~ ָ

��ָـ�&�$ُF� 

 +�89ُא �ُ�ـֳֶ[ד)Fsור)

��ָOֲ<$�&ـGָׁ��F�(ֳ*G%� % 

Cًٍ*#ُR"Sֳדlנ� #ֳÐ. 
FpָYָY אFpُC$ �89ُ+ >;:*א �ُא 

א $FO ُCא �ُאـ�RFֳֶـאYֳـג�Cَס

(g¸(�?F(ֳ� ٍפl< ֶ(g¸$(גר� 

 �נ ר)g¸(F(C.dOُ�1)�א�;ו

ֳ א �s#ُ#*ًٍדlנ�>٤ֶָ��

٤�R�XֳC 

*+,�a"$F٤א�R�X ג£[ב� 

א טנُ£[>דָ”¾

�FָHُ(ד��  .F�OÐ4אאע�

FFֱ< ُ#�" ُצ٤ו�Cג�// 

���ֵF٤F²�ָ�C]ו�גC]ד� ֳ

��ֶָ٤< 

F�C*Fd@ ֱ�P*+,OFֱ<َס�C 4ג/ 

��ָ���F٤�Xָ�אאע�C]ג� 

Iـ§ס٤ׁ�Ð�. 

 :?L �דlנ�

PART SIX 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

29. Criminal Liability 

Any person who infringes a plant breeders' 

right shall be subject to criminal liabilities. 

30. Court Action 

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the 

Ministry on the granting, refusal, revocation, 

transfer, restriction, compulsory licensing or 

infringement of a plant breeder’s right may 

lodge an action in the regular court of law 

within 60 days from the date of receipt of the 

decision. 

31. Fees 

“The amount fees to be paid in relation to 

tu. 

*:;<F 

�Fp? וא�<�Fארנ *C?:, ];S 

R"S 

Ð/. 

 �ـY89+ .�; ?OU“ُ>;:*א �ُ

F� 

*+, 

plant breeder’s right protection shall be 

effected in accordance with seed Regulation 

issued to implement the Seeds Proclamation.” 

32. Power to issue Regulation and Directive 

1/ The Council of Ministers may issue 

regulations necessary for the implement 

ation of this Proclamation. 

2/ The Ministry shall issue directives 

necessary for the implementation of this 

Proclamation and regulations issued 

pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article. 

33. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws 
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//ُ�;:*٤א �ُ �89+ 1/ Proclamation No. 481/2006 on Plant*+, -." 

�AB//5uAÈ2 ֱ�P *+, ـ�ָק�� Breeder’s Right is hereby repealed. 
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2/ No law, regulation, directive or practice 

shall, insofar as it is inconsistent with thisF�p 
Proclamation, have effect in respect of*+, 
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matters provided for by this Proclamation. 

34. Effective Date 

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date 

of publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette.dF ��O ��ָOֲ< 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 1st day of March, 2018. 

MULATU TESHOME (DR.) 

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
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